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MANLY EAGLES BASEBALL 
Manly Eagles Baseball provides a competitive environment for playing baseball. We are rich in history, were 
players can increase their skills whilst playing baseball for Manly.  We have helped many players move up in 
the game; playing on State & Australian teams, US College & US Pro teams. Manly Eagles Baseball has a 
huge wealth of dedicated staff, coaches and volunteers that run the day-to-day tasks that keep the great 
tradition of Manly Eagles Baseball going. We are a winning organisation that expects the very best from our 
players and coaches whilst playing in our colours. Our aim is to continually develop a players ability through 
organised trainings, to be able to play competitively at the highest level. 

Mission Statement 

To provide our players with the most professional baseball experience possible 

Vision 

Baseball demands the best from an individual within a teamed environment. It takes great fitness and belief in 
one's ability to act quickly and precisely to play this game. It also takes patience, dedication and teamwork. As 
a club we expect players to train to improve their skills, fitness and disciplines of the game whilst recognizing 
that they need to make extraordinary sacrifices in their work and family commitments to do so. From those 
sacrifices we expect to win all the time and players will be found out by coaches and teammates when they are 
not doing the work to better themselves and the team they commit to. 

Manly Eagles Values 

Players 
• To play with passion and pride befitting the Manly jersey within the bounds of the rules and the spirit of the

game 
• To train regularly with purpose and determination
• To play for Manly is to embrace leadership, take ownership; don't follow, get better

Coaches 
• To provide every player the opportunity to excel and achieve their highest potential
• To continue to learn to be able to stay up with the game
• To exhibit the same character, professionalism and respect that we expect from of our players

Administration 
• To provide a top-notch experience at an affordable cost. Our fees are set with a humble understanding

of the costs associated with running a league of this level 
• To act professionally is paramount. Manly Eagles Baseball will have several administrators who are

strictly devoted to the needs of our coaches, players and families 
• To run Manly Eagles Baseball in line with the peak body whilst maintaining and overseeing Manly

Eagles Baseball ideals and values 

Fans 
• To support and respect long history whilst embracing the ideals and values of Manly Eagles Baseball

when at games or events run by Manly Eagles Baseball
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Max Milner    Australian Futures 

Max Milner        Arizona Western College 

Zac Newbold    Australian Under 18 World Cup Camp 
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This year has been the most trying of seasons I've experienced in 35 years of Manly baseball 
involvement. With so many games cancelled due to bad weather and another year of Covid seeing start & 
stops, it was difficult year to preside over. 
 
Your Manly Eagles did get a season in though, which resulted in our 2nd Grade Men's and our Div. 2 
Women's teams both making finals after both finished 4th. In fact the Women's team made the finals for 
the first time in MEBC history running Women's baseball and who actually got to play their semi at BISP 
albeit bowing out. 2nd Grade unfortunately didn't get to play their semi and were put out because of being 
washed out. Our 1st grade team finished 5th just missing out on semis. The bad weather cruelled games 
for them with most wash outs being against the weaker clubs. If played, we would have seen wins and a 
finals berth. The same can be said for both 3s and our u18s who both missed finals this season, but would 
have finished higher if able to play against the weaker clubs. 
 
MEBC trained and prepared well under the first year guidance of Head Coach Tim Clarke. Congrats Tim 
on the success of the squads and for the detail & time you put into the squads this season. Hopefully we 
get an opportunity to bring in a few imports to help our young 1st grade team jump back into finals. Just 
solving this one piece of the puzzle will help the entire active playing roster next year. 
 
MEBC was only able to run a few of its Wednesday night promotions this year because of cancelled 
games. The ones we got in proved, again, to be a lot of fun and I want to thank all who took the time to 
drop by, watch and support Your Manly Eagles. We did miss seeing the JLCs intermediates playing their 
Wednesday night games, as the action on the field can be electric and fun when seeing more kids 
scramble for foul balls in the precinct. We were able to get to run our popular Christmas Camps again. I'd 
like to thank Mark Lowe & the Pittwater Club for actively supporting us by helping move a BNSW camp 
that was programmed at Rat Park at the same time. This year's camp was a huge success, a lot of fun 
and a big help to the MEBC bottom line after cancelling last years because of Covid. I'd like to thank 
Simon Lowde who actively put in for a Covid 'loss of profits' NSW Gov grant after showing a loss last year, 
a direct result in not getting to run camps. Simon's action and initiative, to get this grant, enabled MEBC 
this year to pay down the 2020-21 loss. 
 
Our Pink Hope drive this year was our best ever by raising over $3K for such a fantastic and worthwhile 
organisation. So far MEBC has donated close to $10K to Pink Hope since taking them on. This year's 
Ladies Day event saw the Pink Hope CEO fly up from Melbourne to throw out the first pitch and we were 
joined by Vass Vasseleou from BNSW to help out and support our endeavors. BNSW were able to 
highlight our efforts, to others in the baseball community, through their newsletter. I'd like to thank all of 
you who decided that Pink Hope was important enough to pop by and buy a raffle ticket or two. I'd also 
like to thank the MWBDA treasurer, Carly Clarke, and MWDBA accounts Vicky Quinlan for their help 
behind the scenes in collating generated $ we raised for Pink Hope. Everyone associated with MEBCs 
charity drive, to help Pink Hope raise $ and awareness of their cause, should be extremely happy with the 
outcome, which our board is thankful to all of you who put in their valuable free time to help Pink Hope. 
 
A huge number of volunteers are needed to make MEBC run smoothly. This year has seen us do well 
financially on the back of a fantastic sponsorship drive and savings we made in umpires fees and lighting 
costs by not playing every game. As a result, we have decided to put back $ to returning players next year 
in the form of discounts on their MEBC fees, we're committing financial support to be able to start looking 
actively for imports now, and we're also helping out the Junior reps program with $ to put to a new Hack 
Attack machine. We recognise that a strong Junior Reps program is the future of MEBC, and look forward 
to seeing the pathway continue in revisiting the successful joint training sessions held before Covid, which 
we see as a powerful and visible tool for the parents coming through. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
I'd like to thank our Board & staff for their continued hard work this year in running MEBC.  
This year's MEBC committee was made up of, Viv & John Hughes, Simon Lowde, Ashley Roberts, Luke  
Eisenhauer, Ben Logue, Sean Chivers and Hayley Gledhill. Their amazing efforts this year enabled MEBC 
to not only see the season through but success on and off the field.  
 
As a group we recognised 6 years ago, the need to reinvent ourselves and find new methods to build up, 
and sell, the intrinsic value locked within MEBC after we came together in 2017. We discussed the need to 
market ourselves better, to elevate our profile to survive. We formulated a strategy, which I'm proud to 
say, has seen this year's MEBC board start seeing the financial rewards filter through after working so 
hard on our vision. Clubs have to have short and long term plans, just like players, and we, very early on, 
put in the time to look inward and make MEBC accountable by having open discussions of what's needed, 
what's lacking and find solutions to make us better. Our sponsors drive this season was a huge reason 
why MEBC was successful. This was driven by Luke Eisenhauer. 
 
On behalf of MEBC I'd like to thank our sponsors. Sapere, Railius, Demolition Brothers, 7th Day Brewery, 
Jewel Financial, Trident, Coastal Concepts, TME Custom Cabinets, Devitt Meats, Dexterous, Display 
Solutions, Kennards Hire, UME Baseball, Procar, Hickey Trees and Elite Sports Wear. We're incredibly 
thankful for your support this season and look forward to working with you again next season. Thanks to 
Luke for his efforts with this year's sponsors drive. Luke also was the MEBC BNSW delegate for the men's 
competitions and we appreciate the hours you put into both these activities. 
 
Our secretary, Viv Hughes, is such a hard worker behind the scenes. Everyone has an idea what it takes 
to be the secretary of a club, but in actually doing it, you might not appreciate how hard it really is to do the 
role well. This year Viv led our team on what was the most successful Pink Hope drive we've had. Pink 
Hope jerseys were organised for the players to buy, or hire,  to wear on the Pink Hope round. Raffles held, 
donations made, all under Viv's guidance in continuing our association with Pink Hope. I'm incredibly 
proud and thankful to Viv for saying that it's a necessary part of every club to donate and help out worthy 
causes. Thanks Viv for everything you do for MEBC and for baseball in general. 
 
We were also lucky to have Hayley Gledhill on our committee this year. Hayley is the inaugural MEBC 
Women's President. MEBC  recognised that Women's baseball was lacking within MWDBA and entered a 
team last year into BNSW Women's Div. 2 competition. Hayley has been an active volunteer within the 
Seasiders baseball club, and has become a valuable part of MEBC's future in running teams in BNSW 
Women's Baseball. Hayley's Women's Committee this season were Michelle Camphuis, also the BNSW 
Women's delegate for MEBC, Chris Hurley, Luke Eisenhauer and Hannah Vaughan. MEBC's aim is to see 
the women's game develop and grow, and show a landing site for young girls who want to continue to play 
baseball after juniors. The MEBC committee has applied for a NBC grant of $5000 that we're hopeful of 
getting, to be able to push to Hayley and her team to grow the women's numbers and develop programs 
and a pathway for young girls who love playing baseball. Thanks to all on the Women's committee for the 
fantastic work you've done this year as part of MEBC. 
 
Our coaching team was headed by Tim Clarke, this year as MEBC's Head Coach. This was Tim's first 
year in the role and did a stellar job handling everything that La Nina and Covid could throw at him. Tim's 
job saw him also coach 2nd grade, who again made the finals this year, and he still had time to cheer his 
eldest daughter Tilly on at the NSW u14's girls softball tournament where they finished 2nd. 
Congratulations Tim for the tremendous work you've done with all MEBC teams this season. 
 
The MEBC women's team was coached by Chris Hurley, ably assisted by Luke & Todd Eisenhauer. Chris 
shook off the assistant tag after having been on last year's Women's coaching staff, to take charge as 
Head Coach this season. And despite the wash outs Chris, Luke & Todd coached the girls to a finals berth 
where they came in 4th. Your Manly Eagles Women's team, in only their 2nd year in existence, headed to 
the semis. The team was made up of a mix of seasoned players with a few incredibly talented juniors, 
throw into the mix a few softballers, one or two new players and you've got the makings of a very capable 
squad. The team gelled well, trained well and ultimately played well when able to get on the field. Thanks 
Chris for this season. You did an outstanding job with the team. Thanks also to Luke & Todd for the time 
with the team. Your knowledge and patience were a great asset to the girls and the club this season.  
 
The MEBC 1st grade team was coached by Brian Murphy this year. Brian also suited up for the Blue Sox 
again, when they were able to play. Our players were incredibly lucky to have such an experienced coach 
  



to teach, mentor and guide their development as MEBC players. The team was one of the youngest 
MEBC has put on the paddock and were stand outs all year, just missing out on finals as a group. Beating 
top gun Blacktown, in one of their last clashes, was one of many that stood out. You've only got to read  
the score card of the who's who on the oppositions player list to know that this squad has some incredibly 
gifted players on its roster. If not for cancelled games, 1st grade would have jumped into the final 4 I'm 
sure. Brian has just been to the States watching his son, Zac Murphy, take the mound for National Park 
College in Arkansas. Josh Beezley is also a Nighthawk playing with Zac as a utility at National Park 
College. The Nighthawks are coached by Aussie great & exMLB player, Rich Thompson, so we can't wait 
to follow their development and see them back in a MEBC jersey soon. Well done Brian and all those in 
1st grade this season. 

Your Manly Eagles also has young guns, Aiden Torpey and Jaylin Rae playing overseas in US Colleges. 
Aiden is at Augustana College in Illinois and Jaylin is attending Arizona Central College. Next season Max 
Millner will be attending Arizona Western College after committing this year. This will see 5 MEBC players 
in college programs next season, which is a wonderful accomplishment.  

Your Manly Eagles also saw a few of our players on Blue Sox rosters this season. Kai Macintosh-Walsh, 
Tristan Watts, Connor Macdonald and Max Millner all saw action for the Blue Sox in 2021-2022. Brian 
Murphy was this year's Pitching Coach. I'd like to acknowledge Max Millner’s inclusion into the Australian 
u19's squad who played in Adelaide during the season. He joins an elite group of Manly Eagles players 
who have played at this level. And Josh Gessner who's currently in the Texas Rangers organisation. You 
can see we're blessed with a number of players getting & taking on opportunities that our game has to 
offer. Congrats to all of you on your achievements & for continuing to represent the very best of our 72-
year-old club’s rich player history.  

Our 2nd grade team was coached by Tim Clarke. Despite the year ending in disappointment when the 
team was put out due the semis being wash out, 2nd grade finishes 4th to make the finals. The team 
played extremely well throughout the season and rode high on the back of Ash Roberts’ incredible year as 
the starting pitcher, who's numbers were incredible. The team relished in repeated inns after inns of zero 
runs against with Ash on the mound. I'm positive that this team would have won the lot if not for the wash 
outs and a couple of games that resulted in draws. The team played like winners each game. 
Congratulations Tim and 2nd grade on this year's performance. 

MEBC welcomed two new coaches to its ranks this year. One old favorite returning home and one young 
gun coming in and immediately finding that he is well suited to managing in MEBC colours. Sean Chivers 
was the 3rd grade head coach for this year, and we welcomed back Chris Dutton into our fold as his 
assistant. Sean's a local junior, having played all his junior baseball with the Forest BC and has played for 
MEBC as an u18 & grade player over the last few years. Sean is also the JL coach within the Manly Junior 
reps program under the guidance of Stuart Hanrahan. Chris Dutton, Dutts, played with MEBC for a few 
seasons in the early 2000's and now is back mentoring and coaching in the maroon. Chris was a valuable 
inclusion onto this year’s coaching staff as he worked the fungo on training nights, running the outfielders 
through drills, and baselines in all grades this season on the weekend. 3rd Grade’s year didn't go as 
planned but I know the boys wanted more and stood tall, doing the club proud week in week out. Thanks 
Sean & Dutts on all you did this season. 

Our u18's MEBC team was again coached by Mark Spinks, Grant Anderson & Gavin Parkinson. Head 
Coach Mark Spinks drilled and skilled the u18's all year. They unfortunately didn't feature in finals, but did 
play some incredible baseball during the season when the gods permitted. We'd all agree that they had 
the short end of the stick with rain outs. They did towel up one of the competition favorites, Macarthur, late 
in the season, to prove to the coaching staff that the team was competitive and able to compete with 
anybody. The washed-out games proved telling, as it was always the lower placed teams our 18's seem to 
never get a game against this season. Thanks Mark for coaching the u18's this year, and thanks to Grant 
and Gavin for your continued coaching support within MEBC this season.  

MEBC has an incredible pool of volunteers that help out on game day and behind the scenes. The teams’ 
scorers sat each game, in what was pretty ordinary weather, to watch a game let alone try to score it. To 
Melissa Haithwaite, Lisa Mayo, Julie Logue, Lisa Canestra, Simon Tippett, Jodie Beezley, Michelle 
Camphuis and Mary Clarkson, thanks for the incredible time you put aside to help the teams by scoring  



 
 
and calculating stats. The job can be very frustrating sometimes, and it can take as long to score as it 
does to tally up at the end. I'd like to congratulate Michelle Camphuis who was asked by NSW scorers 
Association to be a part of their scoring team for the Nationals in SA this year. Unfortunately that event 
has seen restrictions due to entry by states at time of confirming scorers and local scorers got the job, but 
it's a huge accolade to be invited. Congrats Michelle. MEBC is incredibly lucky to have such a capable 
group of scorers for our teams to call on. Thank you so much for all your help, you're a big part of what 
makes MEBC the club it is today. 
 
I'd like to also thank Natalie Hughes for the roll she plays within our club. We're so lucky to have Natalie 
volunteer her time to work in the canteen. Nat was also a big factor why Pink Hope was run so well and 
was the canteen coordinator for last year's Easter Championships. The success at Easter was due to your 
leadership and organisational skills. Thanks Nat for the time you give to MEBC. 
 
This year we were introduced to a young man, Charles Huntington, to help with our marketing. He 
understood what we're doing very early on, and is a great fit to help drive our marketing. Charles is on the 
MWDBA marketing committee, which consists of others from the various groups that include our own John 
Hughes and Helen Wyatt. Charles was able to put together a fantastic promotional campaign that ran all 
year when passing on his designed flyers to get EDM's out to the MWDBA database for game nights. 
MEBC will be looking for your help again next season to market our product by having fun creative 
strategies to do so.  
 
A huge shout out to Jim Gagen, who was our game day announcer. Jim's commentary is such a huge part 
of the atmosphere of Wednesday & Saturday nights. Game day includes selling the experience. When we 
adopted this as part of our business formula, having a game day announcer was high on our list of needs. 
Jim Gagen's involvement is massive in having a 'fun night out at the ballpark', and sees his dulcet tones 
aired regularly on game nights. A few of our Japanese players names might have been hard for Jim to 
announce, but he did entertain us trying. Thanks Jim for your time this year on the mic.   
 
I'd also like to pass on our thanks to Luke Eisenhauer, Andrew Logue and Alex Melnakov for working 
tirelessly behind the scenes during our game day EBSN coverage's. EBSN is a big part of our 
sponsorship strategy and without your passion and help EBSN isn't  possible. A new centrefield camera 
was trialed this year to add a new angle to the coverage of games.  A shout out to Matt Eisenhauer for his 
muscle to get cameras up and down at the end of the night needs to be added. You're such a hard 
working crew, and we're all looking forward to seeing what happens next with EBSN as it's an area of our 
operations that can be better.  
 
To our Covid Officer, Helen Wyatt, a big thanks for the regular updates you provided Tim Clarke and 
myself. Helen wears so many caps in MWDBA it's hard to see where she gets the time to help anyone 
else out. Helen is the current president of MWML, a member of the MEBC Women's team, chairs the 
marketing committee for MWDBA and still had time to renovate a house, ship Chris off to Canberra Uni 
and work. Thanks Helen for all your advice and participation within the club and association this year. 
 
As you can appreciate our home ground was impacted by the weather most weekends, and to at least get 
the ground up in any playable condition, it takes a lot of manpower to do so. We're lucky to see one of our 
life members still happy help with this work, Noel Markham. Noel's tireless work is always appreciated, 
and MEBC is very lucky to have Noel on board each year. Hopefully he can still put in the hours next year, 
and possibly see fit to drag his son back for one last assault in a maroon jersey. Thanks Noel for huge 
effort you put in this year. 
 
I can't mention Noel this year without saying thank you to Joe Weller. Joe Weller has fought hard for 
MWDBA to get NBC to start looking at throwing $ at MWDBA  for help with the poor state of the Aquatic 
fields. Joe spends countless hours on the tractor to get the grounds up, which MEBC is a lucky recipient 
from his efforts. I'd also like to mention the Pittwater President, Mark Lowe, as well here, as together they 
have fought hard to start a facilities committee after so many inactive years by MWDBA through raised 
capitations to go back into field maintenance. The Pittwater facilities are a result of the hard work by Mark 
and the club. MEBC is lucky to have such hard working individuals who put so much free time towards the 
greater good of the game. Joe has been instrumental in getting a sinking fund going to put to lights on A2-
5, which we all need to see happen for the growth and future of our sport. MEBC has a representative on 
the facilities committee, Jeff Bertram, whose experience in building the Aquatic clubhouse and being on  
 



the organising group to get the lights put on A1, will only see great things come from the Facilities 
Committee. Jeff's presently working on plans for a new batting facility. In the next 12-18 months this 
committee’s endeavors will see NBC finally spend an few million on A2-5 so it doesn't sink totally. It 
annoys me to no end, after working on A1 for 22 years to try to get games on, that I can still drive by 
grounds in the area, hosting cricket games 24 hours after a deluge, and know Aquatic’s grounds are 
possibly out for months.  

There's one last person I have to personally thank. I want to mention and applaud Ash Roberts for his 
service on our board over the last few years. Ash represented MEBC this year as a director on MWDBA. 
You're a huge part of MEBCs success this year Ash.  The MEBC board is incredibly indebted to you for 
the support and leadership. The professionalism you've shown me in voicing MEBC views and opinions, 
clearly resonates why young men like you will always succeed. As president of MEBC, I've been blessed 
to have active players, who want to be involved and want their voice heard to better our club and the 
game. Thank you so much Ash for your voice and support. I'm thankful for our friendship and for the 
service you've given to the club. 

So that's it, thanks again to everyone within MEBC & MWDBA for the year we've been able to get in. This 
has been a very testing year for all of us with the conditions thrown our way. Hopefully we can forget the 
rain, remember the good times and regroup to enjoy a full season next year.  

Mike O'Neill 
Manly Eagles Baseball President 



Manly Eagles 
Club Coaches Report 

2021 – 2022 

With a couple of false starts, a few competition format options to allow for delayed start and as 
much play as possible and a lot of discussion, finally a decision was made to move ahead with the 
2021-22 NSW Baseball State League season kicking off on December 1 2022. The delayed start 
and untimely exit of the Central Coast Association due to the dreaded Covid restrictions meant we 
faced a 14-round competition. This was just the start of what would be a challenging 21-22 
season.  

The club saw the departure of some familiar faces from past seasons and also saw new and old 
welcomed arrivals into and back to the club. The exit of Central Coast Association was our gain 
with the arrival of Kai Macintosh-Walsh and Tristan Watts. The boys were a fantastic addition to 
not only the first grade but our Manly Baseball Family, bringing their passion, flare, energy and 
love of the games to what was already a great line up.  

The season has kicked off, first grade lead the way through December & January with strong wins 
against some of the strongest clubs in the competition, under 18s handed a round 2 loss to 
Canterbury and 2nd, 3rd grade teams took a slow approach to the start of the season picking up 
wins in the new year. The back end of the season saw strong performances from the 2nd grade 
team with eventually the boys coming in fourth with a 4-3-3 record to make the finals.  

Our women’s team had a respectable season with a 2-1-3 record for the season coming in 4th 
overall to make the semi-final, eventually bowing out to the eventual premiers.  
All players in the team competed well and contributed to the success of the team. Special mention 
to Cass Donald and Jess Russell on the mound, Izzy Demol with a strong bat and Lenny Ward 
behind the plate. Congrats ladies, outstanding effort this season! 

We were graced with ‘LA NINA’ at the back end of the season. This brought nasty weather with 
multiple washouts for all teams. The hardest hit teams being our women’s (7 games from 13 
rounds) and under 18s only playing 8 out of the 14 rounds. The rest of the teams playing 10 out of 
the 14 rounds.  
This weather continued on into the first round of finals with all attempts by the league to get games 
on, but the rain just kept on falling and eventually washing out the second grade minor semi-final, 
thus prematurely ending the season for the team. 

First grade finishing with a 7-10 record for the season, 3rd grade a 3-6-1 record and our 18’s boys 
finishing with a 2-6 record. 

Throughout the season we had quite a few of our Manly playing group make representative 
appearances either for the state and national teams. Congratulations to the following players:  

2022 Baseball NSW Showcase Series Representatives: 
• Daigo Yamaguchi
• Sean Parkinson
• Wilson Spinks
• Zac Newbold



National representative honours: 
• Zac Newbold received his invite to the 2022 National Junior Camp which will be held in April

in Canberra. Go get em Zac!
• Max Milner represented Team Australia Futures side that took on the rising stars in the

ABL.

Blue Sox Representatives: 
• Kai Macintosh- Walsh
• Tristan Watts
• Connor Macdonald
• Max Milner
• Brian Murphy (Coach)

I would like to thank all of our scorers (Melissa Haithwaite, Michelle Camphuis, Julie Logue and 
Lisa Mayo). Thank you for your support and dedication, we would be lost without you all.  

Thank you to the Manly Coaching staff for their Insights, knowledge, flexibility, dedication, patience 
and persistence during what has been a challenging 21-22 season.  

Also, a big thank you to the grounds staff and all that worked on the fields this season, committee, 
canteen staff, Luke and the EBSN team and all the volunteers for their contributions throughout the 
season, you all make this club the amazing club it is. 

Lastly, thank you to all the players this season, you all put in the hard work, played hard and 
represented the Manly jersey with pride in what was definitely a challenging season. Hope to see 
you all back again next season to continue building on the momentum we have built this season.  

Tim Clarke 
Manly Eagles Baseball Club Coach  



 
1st  Grade 2021 – 2022  

 
 
 
 
Another year of unusual events and difficult times for all of us, with the season delayed due to the 
uncertainty of Covid, the incredibly strange weather, and with all of this it couldn’t put a damper on 
the energy surrounding this year’s 1st grade squad. Such a good bunch of guys who just want to 
play the game the right way with no fear, energy, and mateship. 
 
It was our intention to run with a very young squad this year, players with little or no 1st grade 
experience in hope of developing our club strength over the next 10 years. I believe that the stage 
is now set for many years of success moving forward. 
 
We started the season with a bang, and it looked like we were headed to a very successful year. 
Our young guns were playing so well, and it looked so promising. Our pitching with Shohei 
Arayama and Leo Matsuo starting most games were just dominating on the mound, they battled, 
never gave up and played 100% until the very end. It was looking so good and then unfortunately 
our momentum was stalled with the Christmas break, a few close losses followed by crazy wet 
weather and rain out after rain out that really put an end to our season early.  
 
It was such a pleasure to see this team come together with so much excitement and energy. We 
had speed and determination, great defence, and solid pitching. We were executing quality at bats, 
beating quality opposition, and proving that we are a force to be reckoned with in years to come. 
 
Our defence was flawless for most of the season and leading the charge was our new short stop 
Kai MacIntosh Walsh. Some of the plays that he pulled off through the year were web gem 
moments. So much so that both Kai and Tristan Watts were called on by the Sydney Blue Sox to 
be part of their squad moving forward.  
 
It was fantastic to see the young gun hitters adapt to 1st grade pitching quickly, which is a fantastic 
sign for bigger and better things to come for this squad of players.  
 
I normally don’t compare players and teams from different generations very much because it’s 
difficult to judge, but I see very familiar similarities to a young team I was involved with many years 
ago that went on to dominate the league for many years. I’m confident that this team will have 
similar success soon. 
 
Obviously, there were some standouts for the year. I’ve mentioned Kai MacIntosh-Walsh, but we 
also had Tristan Watts who’s hitting was outstanding. Luke Brown just kept on squaring up balls 
every game. Yoshi Umezawa had another quality season and at times was the difference in us 
winning games. It was fantastic to be part of and I really looking forward to watching them to 
continue to grow as baseball players. 
 
There are a few people that I would like to thank for the season. 
 
Firstly, special thanks to Michael O’Neill for his confidence in allowing me to part of the Manly 
family. His work ethic and desire to make this club better every day is incredible and special and 
it’s a pleasure to be around.  
 
Tim Clarke stepped into the role of Club Coach and did such an outstanding job through difficult 
and trying times. Such a great leader, organiser, mentor and generally a great human to be 
around. 
 
 
Our wonderful scorers, Melissa and Michelle thank you; you are so good to work with and we 
appreciate you so much.  

 



 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers, the field maintenance and prep guys, the Hughes family in 
the canteen, our committee, all the coaches, and especially to Luke and the entire EBSN team, 
thank you. You all make this wonderful club better and a great place that it is. 
 
Also, I’d like to recognise Chris Dutton who without being asked, never missed a beat to help out 
and generally bounce ideas off to. Thank you mate, its great having you back home at our club. 
Many thanks again for the season 
 
 
 
Brian Murphy 
First Grade Coach 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
      2nd  Grade 2021 – 2022 

 
 
 
 

Coming off the back of a successful 20-21 season and Grand Final appearance, the team were off to a 
slower than expected start to the 21-22 season. Going down to the previous season premiers in a grand 
final replay in round 1 and then lining up 3 draws in a row, then finally opening up the winners account in 
round 7 in style with a 12-0 win over Blacktown at Laybutt reserve. This saw us take flight winning 3 in a 
row to head up the ladder and looking for a finals berth as we headed into the tail end of the season. A 
nail biter 1 run loss to Baulkham Hills over 8 innings, saw us sitting in fifth place with 4 rounds to go. The 
rain fell and fell and then fell some more, washing out 3 of our last 4 games, we managed to sneak in 1 
game as the rain cleared against the 4th place Ryde, the boys knew what this meant, 4th place was ours 
for the taking, and that is exactly what we did with a convincing 10-2 win cementing us in 4th place and a 
finals birth. We entered the finals with confidence, but the weather gods had other plans. More rain fell… 
and just kept chucking it down. The league postponed games and hoping for the weather to turn but it 
wasn’t to be, and all options exhausted, Manly 2nd Grade has to bow out due to a wash out. Shame our 
run and season had to finish that way. 
 
The team took on a different look in line up this season with last season’s players either moving up to take 
their opportunities in 1st Grade, or departing the club for some long overdue family time. This opened the 
door for welcoming new players in and also welcoming familiar faces back. We welcomed Tim Fayle back 
from his 10-year hiatus in the US, Liam Spinks joined us in the pivots and Vince Carreras thought it was 
time to play again and did he what!  
 
The team stepped up to play, led by Ash Roberts on the mound with a First Strike Percentage of 63.1% 
(4th in the league), a league leading 53 strike outs and an ERA of 1.94 for the season (Also 4th in the 
league), this was week in and week out, congrats on a stella season Ash! 
 
At the plate the team notched up hits and pushed runners around, we saw strong performances from 
Brendan Haithwaite, Tim Fayle, Brad Zorn, Vince Carreras, Shohei Arayama, Ash Roberts and Adam 
O’Neill. 
As Covid took a hold across the club and we had players out, the club needed to call on players from all 
grades to step up and that’s what happened. Dion Mason joined the team from 3s in the outfield, tracking 
down fly balls and making his trademark diving catches, Liam Mayo also stepped up from 3s and played a 
number of positions but really took a strong liking to the hot corner at 3rd base, making awesome plays 
and swinging a hot bat.  
 
Thank you to our u18s players that stepped up and join the 2s team to help out, these players were: 
Daigo Yamaguchi, Sean Parkinson, Wilson Spinks, Jake Wander, Zac Newbold, Jared Cupp  
 
Fun fact: A total of 22 players across all grades made an appearance in the 2nd grade line up this season. 
thank you to you all for backing up, each week and being there for your club! 
 
I would like to thank our scorers (Melissa Haithwaite, Lisa Mayo and Julie Logue) for your support and 
dedication this season.  
 
Thank you to all our amazing coaches this season your support is really appreciated.  
 
Finally, thank you again to all our players, hope to see you all back next season to finish what we started 
this season. 
 
Tim Clarke  
2nd Grade Coach  
 
.  





3rd Grade 2021 – 2022 
 
 

 
 
With a number of Club veterans returning and some very handy new players joining for the 21/22 
season, we had high expectations of making a serious run at the playoffs until a close loss to 
Baulkham Hills 3-2. While we finished with a disappointing record of 3-6-1 and only missing finals by 
1.5 games. Does not help though when rain outs cost us games against teams below us and sightly 
up above us.  There were clear indicators how competitive we were most of the time, with 3 of those 
losses by 2 to 1 runs. 
 
Quick shout outs to everyone. 
 
Charman + mound = outstanding. Repeat. The wily veteran picked up where he left off after an 
impressive winter season, pounding the zone and getting overeager hitters to strike out and ground 
out, time after time. 
 
Baby Col – welcome back to the Club! swinging a hot bat and showing the young guns how it is 
done. 
 
Mayo – another great year of hitting, fielding, pitching and getting the call up to 2nd grade for the 
last few rounds and holding your own! Nice work mate.  
 
King D (Dion) – the GOD of Centrefield, always safe and another great season of hitting , followed 
by a call up into 2’s to help with their final’s run.  
 
Hurls – leading by example and always bringing a competitive energy to every pitch, love the 
attitude mate don’t change! 
 
Dutts- Welcome back on board baby! Great to have your knowledge and experience on the field 
and in the dugout!  
 
Hollywood (Logue)- Great to see you back after Tommy John and throwing bullets, with some 
impressive starts throughout the season. Great to see what another off season will bring for ya 
mate!.  
 
Ben Patfield- Great to see you come through the Future system and make your debut in 3’s, had 
some great seasons with the Bat and made some nice plays in the outfield.  
 
Eric Wu- Nice addition this year behind the Dish and started to warm that bat up which was great to 
see! I hope to have you back next season.  
 
Aiden Rodgers- Great to have you on board and getting among the action making nice plays and 
just a great can do attitude!  
 
Lochie Caisley- Welcome back big fella and unreal to see you settling into 3B again and swinging 
the stick.  
 
Tom Van Vessen- Also another Manly future player who came through and played everywhere and 
great to see your development over the season.  



Stefan Simic- Great addition to the outfield and at the plate with a great baseball mind, hope to see 
you next season mate for another crack.  

TC- Thanks for stepping in when required and filling in the spots always great to have you around ! 

Besides the regulars, a big thank you to the U18’s  guys who helped out and filled in and had some 
big moments and were heavily involved in the 3 wins and 1 draw.  

Huge thanks to Lisa Mayo and Julie Logue  We love having both of you bossing us around chasing 
lineups. Also thanks to the rest of the coaching staff for your support, advice and laughs throughout 
the season. 

To everyone involved in 3’s this season, it’s been a pleasure and we hope to see everyone back at 
Manly this summer. 

Cheers, 

Chivas Regal #51. 

Sean Chivers 
3rd Grade Coach 





U18s 2021 – 2022 

It was a very unusual season.  Firstly, the start of the season was delayed until the 4th Dec due to 
Covid, and then secondly, ‘Rain Outs’.  I have never had a season with so many rained out games. 
It was crazy, 5 of our last 7 games were rained out!  So unfortunately, our season comprised of 8 
games and 6 washouts. 

Rain outs aside, our overall performance didn’t go as well as I had hoped. In summary, we didn’t 
consistently compete with our bats and our pitching was a bit hot & cold from week to week. We had 
games where our hitting was good, but our pitching was off, and then other games when our 
pitching was good but our hitting was off.  In essence, we didn’t consistently play to our potential.   

That said, we did have a few good battles throughout the season. The first one was against 
Canterbury where after giving up a few runs in the 1st innings the boys responded by plating 3 of our 
own and then continued to keep tacking on more runs each innings to walk away with a 7-4 win.  
Our two games against Ryde were very competitive, and despite losing both games it was 
enjoyable to watch the boys fight it out. In the 1st Ryde game, it was still nil all after 4 innings, 
unfortunately by the 7th innings Ryde had slipped away with a 6-2 win. The 2nd Ryde game was 
another close fought affair where after 4 innings the score was tied at 1 apiece. We had some great 
catches and turned a few double plays, unfortunately Ryde snuck away with a 3-1 win.  But my 
favourite game of the season was against Macarthur where both our Hitting and Pitching came 
together in the one game.  We jumped out early scoring 2 runs in the 1st, however Macarthur 
responded with 2 runs of their own. By the end of the 4th innings we were up 4 to 3, and at the end 
of the game we had won 5-3.  Our boys fought all the way, they kept their cool when under 
pressure, had some great timely hits when we needed it, and our pitchers fought hard to keep the 
Macarthur bats quiet.  It was just a great game of baseball, and a well-deserved win against a 
strong side. 

To summarise the season on a results perspective; we finished 7th on the table with 2 wins and 6 
losses.  Our pitchers did ok on the mound throwing 42 innings, giving up 54 hits, striking out 51, but 
struggled with 61 walks which is far too many.  We made 13 errors in the field (not counting the 
mental errors), and as a team we struggled with the bat hitting 0.187, with 31 hits (21 singles, 8 
doubles, & 2 triples).   

There are 2 key lessons that I want the boys to take away from this season: 
1. When you play at higher levels of baseball, it’s the little things that can have a big impact on

a game (for or against you), hence it’s important to work on the small things.
2. Your challenge is to strive for consistency week in and week out while improving.

The little things:  The more competitive and the higher the level of baseball you get to play, all the 
fundamentals and basics of playing the game are a given, it’s the little things that happen in a game 
that start to make a bigger impact on the final result.  It’s the little things like running the bases 
aggressively, having productive at bats and moving runners over, pitches throwing strikes and 
getting ahead in the count which puts pressure on the opposition batters, or pitchers throwing too 
many walks, or players having a lapse in concentration and forgetting to cover a base or back up a 
play, miss reading balls hit in the field, or not executing a bunt when we needed it.  It’s these small 
things that you take advantage of or get taken advantage of that normally result in an extra run or 
two scoring, and in most cases can affect the outcome of a game. 



The Challenge of Consistency:  As I mentioned earlier, we didn’t consistently play to our potential.  
One week we pitched well and the next we threw too many walks, or one week we had multiple hits 
and the next we struggle to get one. This is the challenge of consistency, not only as a team but as 
individuals.  You need to strive to be consistent week in week out with your performance. As a 
retired player, I know that no one intentionally makes an error, or wants to strike out when we have 
runners on base, or a pitcher walking a batter etc.  But this is the challenge that these young men 
must face as they progress with their baseball careers.  We constantly reflect on what went well and 
what areas need more improvement, and we go and diligently work on it so that our performance 
becomes better and more consistent.  It’s the same process that elite players do day after day, 
week after week trying to improve on their consistency, so that when an opportunity presents itself 
in a game they are prepared and always ready to perform at their best.  
  
Playing baseball is also about having fun.  At the end of each game the boys would vote on the 
“Balls of Steel” award, normally given to someone who had a great game, or came up with a clutch 
hit, or made an awesome play.  Throughout the season, Oliver won this award twice (great catching 
performance behind the plate vs Baulko, & hitting a double with 2 RBIs vs Ryde), Daigo won it twice 
(hitting a double and making an awesome catch behind 1st base vs Cronulla, and hitting a double 
and strong defensive plays vs Ryde), Angus won it once (throwing 2 innings with 5ks vs 
Canterbury), Troy won it once (2 hits vs Macarthur), Sean once (for a strong catching performance 
behind the plate vs Blacktown), and Ryan won it once (for his triple that he hit against Baulko). 
 
I also want to congratulate Daigo, Sean, & Wilson for being selected to participate at the NSW 
Showcase Series in Jan 2022.  Well done boys, it was a fantastic achievement, and we are all 
immensely proud! 
 
Finally, I want to thank all the boys for their commitment, effort, enthusiasm, and passion throughout 
the season and I wish them all the very best for their future baseball careers.  For a number of them 
it was their last season of U/18’s, some of them I have known and coached for many years - some 
as far back as T-ball or Zooka.  It has been a most enjoyable ride watching them grow and develop, 
experiencing the highs, the lows, and the challenges throughout the years with them, and I want to 
thank them for allowing me to be a part of their baseball journey. 
 
I also want to acknowledge Will Tibbett who supported us from Junior League when we were short 
on numbers.  We greatly appreciated you giving up your time and I hope you enjoyed the 
experience. 
I want to sincerely thank Gavin Parkinson (Coach), Grant Anderson (Coach), Lisa Grant (Scorer), 
Helen Tibbett (Part-time Scorer) & Simon Tibbett (GameChanger) for coming on this year’s journey 
with us.  I greatly appreciated their time, effort, and contributions towards the team.   
 
 
Mark Spinks 
Under 18’s Coach 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



Women’s 2021 – 2022

The Manly Eagles played in the NSW Baseball Div. 2 Women's competition again this season. The 
club saw 9 new faces with 6 of the girls playing baseball for the first time. A couple of those girls 
have come over from softball  to try their hand at baseball. 

Cass Donald was outstanding for us this year taking on the lead pitcher for us. Cass has played a 
few seasons with a few different clubs before she found her way to us at Manly. Jess Russell was 
amazing coming in relief for Cass. For never pitching before, I tip my hat to Jess for the great job 
you did.  

Izzy Demol came back from a year off and was our starting catcher, solid behind the plate and also 
did the job when we needed her to with the bat and gave us another arm on the mound behind 
Cass and Jess. Leni Ward was back again and coming up trumps behind the plate and also 
2nd base.  

The team made the finals this year with just having missed out the last couple of years, but 
unfortunately, we got pipped at the post in the first finals game.  What can I say, I'm so happy with 
the team’s growth and development throughout the year and I have no doubt we can and will play 
finals again next year. 

I'd like to thank Luke and Todd Eisenhauer for their work and efforts helping me this season. 
Thanks Luke and Todd. 

Lastly, I would like to thank Lyn Donald for being our scorer this year, to Michelle Camphuis and 
Hayley Gledhill thank you for being our voices between the different committees, it has been a great 
help. 

Thank you to all the girls for the great season, we definitely had our ups and downs, and you were 
all a great bunch of girls to coach and watch grow on the baseball diamond. Hopefully we see you 
all back in the Manly jersey next year. 

Chris Hurley 
Women’s Coach 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


