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AGENDA 

 
• Apologies 

• Confirmation of the minutes of the 70th AGM 

• Chairman's Address 

• Presentation and adoption of the Annual Report 

• Presentation and adoption of the Financial Report 

• Appointment of the Auditor 

• Consideration of nominations and election of life members 

• Election of Office Bearers and General Directors 

• Close 
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LIFE MEMBERS 

 

Steve Green Snr (D) before Inc 

George Gunston (D) before Inc 

Graham Howlett before Inc 

Dave Sneddon (D) 1963 

Laurie Barnes (D) 1965 

Bob Hourigan (D) 1967 

Col Houghton (D) 1968 

Brian Cubitt (D) 1975 

John Ardill 1977 

Greg Moon 1981 

Graham Howlett 1981 

Gene McClarty (D) 1982 

David White 1984 

Lindsay Doubleday (D) 1994 

Fred Dennis 1994 

Chris Maitland 1994 

Tom O’Connell 1994 

Bill Hardman 1995 

Judy Hardman 1995 

 

 

 

 

Rose Houghton 1996 

Lincoln McClatchie (D) 1996 

Noel Middlemiss 1996 

Steve Green 1996 

Ian Coltman 1996 

Bev Coltman 1997 

Gina Doubleday (D) 1997 
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LIFE MEMBERS 

 

Denis Houghton 1997 

Denice Conyard 1999 

Marie Markham 1999 

Bob Clark 2000 

Ralph Warne 2000 

Robert Clark 2001 

Paul Harradine 2003 

Jeff Bertram 2004 

Paul Goodsell 2005 

Jim Riley 2005 

Michael O’Neill 2005 

Ric Jackson 2006 

Brent Goodwin 2007 

Nick O'Flaherty 2007 

Ray Zorn 2008 

Gordon Blinkhorne 2008 

Peter Edmunds 2009 

Tom Organ 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Mahy 2012 

Fran Inkster 2015 

Simon Lowde 2019 

Noel Markham 2020 
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MINUTES OF THE 70TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF MWDBA 

 
Held on 4th July 2020 at MWDBA Clubhouse, Aquatic Drive, Frenchs Forest, NSW, 2086 

1. Meeting opened at 5:04 pm 
2. Present 

Quorum achieved. 

3. Apologies 

Cheryl Amir 

4. Confirmation of previous AGM minutes 

Proposed by Joe Weller and seconded by David Gledhill. 

5. President’s Address 

PJ Patterson opened by acknowledging 70 years of Manly baseball. He thanked and 
acknowledged all the club’s sponsors and the Junior baseball club presidents. 

PJ noted the wins during the season in State League, Minor League and Junior League. 

PJ talked of the threat the club has faced with relation to grounds and that he was confident that 
this threat is now resolved. The focus can now move forward to growing the game in the district. 
PJ made special mention of all the behind-the-scenes work required to have the grounds in great 
condition. He finished noting that baseball in the Northern Beaches was well placed for good 
things and acknowledging the commitment of the people in the room to achieving this and 
looked forward to the year ahead. 

6. Presentation & adoption of Annual Report 

Presented by PJ Patterson. Proposed by Mark Lowe and seconded by Stuart Hanrahan. 
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7. Presentation & Adoption of Financial report 

Simon Lowde ran through the Treasurers’ report. Proposed by Michael O’Neill and seconded by 
Noel Markham. 

8. Appointment of Auditor 

It was tabled that the RSA would appoint the auditor. 

9. Nominations for Life membership 

Move to accept Noel Markham as a Lifetime member of the club. 

Vote: Unanimous  

10. Election of Office Bearers 

President: PJ Patterson - unopposed 

Treasurer: Simon Lowde - unopposed 

Secretary:  Stuart Hanrahan- unopposed 

11. Appointment of General Directors 

Junior: Brook Russell, Mark Lowe 

State League: Ashley Roberts, Mike O’Neill 

Minor League: Greg Dodds, Cheryl Amir 

12. General Business 

Cancellation for Life membership 

Move to cancel Angus Mould’s Life membership of the club. 

Vote: Unanimous  

13. Meeting closed at 5:33pm 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2021 

 
Welcome to the Manly Baseball District Association annual general meeting 2021. 

To say that the last 12 -15months have been challenging is probably an understatement. The 
lingering effects of the Covid pandemic continue to echo across our lives. For the most part our 
local competitions have returned to normal but the specter of Covid is still present. 

Despite that we have seen the slow relaxation of restrictions and a general return to normalcy 
around the diamond. In fact, MWDBA has just hosted the Intermediate (U13) and Junior League 
(U14) State Titles at Aquatic over the Eater weekend. To quote a former US President; “it was a 
yuge weekend!”  I have continuously lobbied Baseball New South Wales to host this event at 
Aquatic and this will be the 3rd time in 5 years that we have hosted. The reality is there are very 
few permanent baseball facilities in Sydney and we have one of them! The State Titles weekend 
was well attended by supporters of all teams competing and the canteen did very well.  

As you all know our grounds were under threat of being taken by the State Government (to 
relocate Forest Highschool) and whilst we have not received ‘official’ confirmation that the 
proposed high school will NOT be built on Aquatic the unofficial communication is that the site is 
not acceptable. Probably because it is an old tip site which continues to subside and has all sorts 
of nastiness buried below. As such I believe the RSA Board has breathed a collective sigh of relief 
that the grounds are now secure.  

With the relocation debacle and Covid behind us the RSA Board can now refocus on the most 
pressing issues facing baseball in our association. In no particular order I believe these to be 
improvement of the Aquatic facilities, growing player numbers across all competitions, 
implementing a standardized and consistent representative baseball program, implementing 
standard coaching and umpiring training across all competitions, improving and evolving our 
governance and finally, improving the communication and relationship of all competitions in the 
MWDBA Association.  
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I am sure you will agree that the aforementioned list contains a number of important issues. The 
RSA Board will prioritize them and set in motion plans to get them done. To that end I am excited 
about where our organization is headed. In the past two years I have observed a significant 
positive shift in how the RSA operates. The idea that we are in a boat and that we must all row 
together at the same cadence to go anywhere is a message I have been preaching. 

I believe we are almost there in the sense that the recognition we are ‘One Manly’ is taking hold. 
The whole of Manly is much greater than the sum of its parts and I genuinely believe that our 
Association is in the best position of any to capitalize on the synergies that ‘One Manly’ can offer. 
So, watch this space. 

None of what we do as an RSA is possible without first having an awesome Executive team. A big 
thank you to Simon Lowde (Treasurer) who works tirelessly for the association.  Stuart Hanrahan 
(Secretary) took over the secretary role in 2020 and has made significant contributions to the 
Board.  It would not be possible to operate our association without the dedication of the entire 
board.  The work they put in for their respective leagues is above and beyond.  

To the committee presidents: Michael O’Neill – State League President, Helen Wyatt – Minor 
League President, and Brook Russell – Junior League President, a very sincere thank you. Darren 
Kelly who stepped into the role of Representative Coordinator has done an incredible job of 
getting all our Junior rep teams organized for their respective State Title campaigns. To the rest 
of the RSA board thank you for your support and contribution throughout the year. I’m looking 
forward to working with all of you again. 

Finally, to all the individual members of each of the division committees, State League, Minor 
League, Junior League, and the Representative Committee; thank you for the wonderful job you 
do of running each division and keeping the game going.  

Yours in baseball 

 

PJ Patterson 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Report will be provided on the night as a supplement to the AGM booklet and uploaded to the 
website post AGM. 
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JUNIOR COMPETITION COMMITTEE REPORT 2020-21 

 
Executive Committee: 

Brook Russell  (Forest) Chairperson 
Mark Lowe   (Pittwater)  Secretary 
Vacant     Registrar 
 
Board Members: 
Owen Harris  (Forest)   
David Gledhill   (Seasiders) 
Jayson Page   (Pittwater) 
Chris Gailloux  (Warringah) 
 

Firstly, I would like to thank the Junior Baseball Committee for their tireless efforts in 
administrating baseball in the Manly Warringah District.  The Committee dedicated a significant 
amount of their time to the betterment of baseball, both as representatives of Manly Baseball 
and their own clubs. 

Competitions were run across all age groups from U8 to Senior League Ball with a total of 64 
teams participating from all 4 clubs.  It was unfortunate for Manly Baseball that the reformed 
North Shore Baseball Club was unable to participate in the 2020-2021 season. 

The start of the 2020-2021 Manly Warringah Junior Baseball season saw the competition 
commence under the pall of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Much of the planning for the season by all 
levels of Manly Warringah Baseball was undertaken with trepidation that season may not 
proceed, but cautious optimism that despite the social environment Manly Warringah had a 
robust and exciting season of baseball. 

Despite a few isolated pockets of concern, particularly the Northern Beaches outbreak over our 
Christmas break, we had an outstanding season.  The whole of Manly Warringah Baseball, 
committees, players, families, umpires, officials and volunteers are to be congratulated on what 
could not have been achieve without a herculean group effort. 
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Junior Baseball again ran a mid-week (Wednesday Night) Intermediate League competition. The 
competition involved 4 drafted teams with the players drawn from all clubs.  The competition 
enabled many of the players to participate in two divisions during the season and the uniqueness 
of the draft system allowing many of the players to compete against team-mates from their 
Saturday teams and more diverse age group and skill levels.  The result of which was the 
improvement of individual baseball skills by the end of the season.  Several of the competition 
rounds coincided with State League rounds, enabling the younger players to witness high quality 
baseball, support the senior teams and see what awaits them if they continued their baseball 
career into adulthood. 

The Senior Competition was again run on a Friday night with 4 teams participating from Forest, 
Pittwater and Seasiders.  I would like to congratulate the Senior League players who have 
completed their Junior Baseball careers and hope that continue with baseball in the Senior 
Competitions. 

The Junior Competition for 2020-2021 had 701 player registrations with the following 
breakdown: 
 
Forest Baseball Club               258 
Manly Seasiders Baseball Club 158 
Pittwater Baseball Club  205 
Warringah Baseball Club              79 
 
The registration numbers and team numbers were an increase on the 2019-2021 season despite 
the environment of the pandemic.  The Junior Committee and Club Committees should be 
congratulated on driving the growth of Manly Baseball, this should bode well for the competition 
in coming years. 
 
The final series was hosted by Warringah Baseball Club.  Congratulations to Kris Gailloux and the 
Warringah Club on running a successful final series.  The Intermediate League finals played on 
Wednesday evening and the Senior League finals played on Friday evenings.  The final series saw 
some intense games played across all divisions.   
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The Grand Final series had to be delayed a week due to the torrential rain that occurred.  Despite 
the postponement, the Grand Final series was played on a beautiful autumn day.  The day was 
started with the all teams, officials and spectators gathering for the Australian National Anthem 
and the ceremonial first pitch thrown by Warringah Baseball Club Stalwart, Brett Eisenhauer to 
his grandson and keen baseballer, Hunter Eisenhauer.  Extra innings, tight score lines and 
exceptional individual play kept everyone on the edge of their seats during all of the games. The 
quality of the baseball played was outstanding. 
 
Congratulations to the following teams for being Minor Premiers at the conclusion of the 
Competition Rounds: 
 
Under 9    Warringah Goats 
Zooka     Warringah Barracudas 
LL Minor    Pittwater Seahawks 
LL Major    Forest Athletics 
Intermediate League   Dodgers 
Junior League     Manly Seasider Hornets 
Senior League    Pittwater Dolphins 
 
Congratulations to the Coaches, Assistant Coaches, Managers, Scorers, Pitch Counters and the 
families involved with the Minor Premier teams. 
 
Congratulations to the following teams that were Champions in the respective divisions: 
 
Under 9    Warringah Goats 
Zooka     Forest Mariners 
LL Minor    Pittwater Seahawks 
LL Major    Forest Athletics 
Intermediate League   Dodgers 
Junior League     Manly Seasider Hornets 
Senior League    Manly Seasider Panthers 
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Congratulations to all the Coaches, Assistant Coaches, Managers, Scorers, Pitch Counters and the 
families involved with the Championship teams. 
 
Congratulations to the Minor League and State League competitions on their respective seasons. 
 
On behalf of the Manly Warringah Junior Baseball Committee, I wish thank the Manly Warringah 
District Baseball Association Committee (RSA), the Minor League Competition Committee and 
the State League Competition Committee for their support of Manly Warringah Junior Baseball, 
as coaches, mentors, parents and supporters. 
 
Congratulations to the clubs, their teams, team officials and importantly the parents for 
supporting the Manly Warringah Baseball Competition by allowing their children to participate 
in this year’s competition. 
 
It is my hope that aside of the pressing issues that are currently occupying significant resources 
of the District Baseball Association, that Manly Warringah Baseball continues to prosper and that 
kids keep playing and enjoying baseball. 
 
Brook Russell 
Junior League President 
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MINOR LEAGUE REPORT 2020-21 

 
MWML continues to be a significant part of MWDBA, hosting a Winter 2020, Summer 2020/21 
and Autumn Masters Tournament over the last 12 months.  This, despite the challenges of Covid-
19, and an unusually wet summer, not to mention having 4 different Presidents at the helm in 
that time frame. (Many thanks to Michelle Camphuis, John Farrant and Darren Kelly, who have 
all commandeered the ship over the last 12 months). 

The ability of Minor League to continue to get the show on the road, is due to the growing 
committee of committed individuals, who dedicate significant time and energy towards grounds 
maintenance and competition logistics, all while coaching junior teams, umpiring, or playing or 
all of the above.  The closer association of Minor League with the Clubs, with appointed Senior 
Club Coordinators on the ML Committee is starting to see the rewards with retiring junior players 
recruited into the ML ranks and more parents taking up the game for the first time.  This close 
affiliation has also meant that the headache that can accompany registrations is now under the 
management of our 4 Clubs. 

Our current president, Helen Wyatt is ably supported by our Senior coordinators, Joe Weller 
(Forest) [and VP Masters], Aaron Gunning (Seasiders), Darren Kelly (Pittwater), Matt Eisenhauer 
(Warringah), Andrew Turner, (who keeps everyone updated (and amused) on our ML Facebook 
page), Simon Lowde (MWDBA Treasurer), and Michelle Camphuis (returning Recorder).  A special 
note of thanks too to Greg Dodds and Cheryl Amir our outgoing MWDBA Delegates for keeping 
us abreast of the RSA activities. 

Our seasons would not be possible without the support of our many umpires.  We were fortunate 
to have David Chaffers-Welsh as our umpire coordinator who took on the role to find umpires to 
plate and field most of our games, and importantly had the blues officiate our GF’s.  On behalf of 
the whole of Minor League, a very big THANK YOU for taking on this role for so many years, Dave.  
I would also like to acknowledge (and further encourage) the rise of the young umpiring teams 
of Zac Murphy, Aiden Rodgers, Jaden Grand and Troy Withnell who have done a phenomenal job 
this year. 
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Winter 2020 

Minor League was one of the few leagues to hold a 12 round winter competition in 2020, 
attracting a record 22 teams (273 Players) across 4 grades. 

John Farrant was instrumental in getting this competition up and running, despite the challenges 
brought on my Covid-19 and our players have expressed their gratitude in being able to get onto 
the ball park through a very challenging time for us all. 

 

Grade Winners: 

1st Grade: (4 Teams) 

Winners: Petersham 

Runners Up: Pittwater Piranhas 

MVP: Adam Charman 

 

2nd Grade: (4 Teams) 

Winners: Warringah Redbacks 

Runners Up: Forest Royals 

MVP: Brendan Haithwaite 

 

3rd Grade: (6 Teams) 

Winners: Forest Fighters 

Runners up: T&T Reds 

MVP: Laura Eisenhauer 
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4th Grade: (8 Teams) 

1st past the post: Seasiders Panthers  

2nd place: Seasiders Cougars 

 

Summer 2020/2021 

The Summer 2020/2021 competition has grown from a single grade and 7 team competition in 
2016/17 to a 2 grade and healthy 14 teams (174 players).  In addition to the ongoing Covid-19 
challenges (including a Northern Beaches lock-down), the weather (both hot and wet) presented 
a set of challenges that brought out the heroes in our midst.  Joe Weller, John Farrant, Matt 
Eisenhauer, Simon Lowde, Todd Eisenhauer, Noel Markham, and many others, worked tirelessly 
pumping water, re-laying turf, raking diamonds and mowing to ensure that only a handful of 
rounds were lost to the rain and a Summer Grand Final was achieved, despite a 1 in 100 year 
flood.  

 

1st Grade:  

Winners: Forest Renegades 

Runners Up: Warringah Redbacks 

MVP: Adam Charman 

 

2nd Grade:  

Winners: Warringah Redbacks II 

Runners Up: Seasiders Eagles 

MVP: Matt Eisenhauer 
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Tough Dogs Masters 2021 (Over 35’s) Vice President: Joe Weller 

The Tough Dogs Masters (so named thanks a generous sponsorship from TOUGH DOGS 4WD 
SUSPENSION) is a short Autumn competition run on Monday and Wednesday nights.  This 6 team 
(76 player) competition for Over 35’s is a 10-week competition culminating in a 1st v 2nd GF at 
the end.  The teams should be acknowledged for giving up one of the final rounds of play, to 
enable the 2nd Grade State League team to play their Elimination final game, which had been 
otherwise washed out.  A win for the 2nd graders put them through to their GF and Runners-up 
in the State League competition. 

 

Winners: Forest Mavericks 

Runners Up: Ballers 

MVP: Jeremy Markham 

 

Simon Lowde Perpetual Trophy (President’s award): John Farrant & Joe Weller 

The last 12 months have been unprecedented. We have navigated a global pandemic, heat 
waves, and an unbelievable amount of rain and soggy diamonds. Luckily Manly Minor League has 
heroes within the ranks that have helped us through. 

At the end of last summer, we were left with a huge gap in our presidency, and no one clambering 
to fill the role. Despite numerous other commitments and challenges, a hero stepped up to the 
plate, again, and through his leadership, we were one of the only associations that got a winter 
season up and running.  

The saying goes it takes a village... and when Covid-19 returned at the end of the year, we were 
again at a risk of losing valuable game time.  But we have determined people who love their 
baseball.   Behind the scenes another hero went above and beyond to get BNSW to reconsider 
the January re-start, ensuring we got in our opening rounds. 
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And then there’s been the rain...and rain...and rain. These same 2 heroes, that helped get our 
winter, summer and masters seasons’ up and running have moved mountains, or should I say 
dams of water, week in and week out (with the help of a small group of amazing individuals), to 
enable us to play baseball. 

It gives me enormous pleasure to award the Simon Lowde Perpetual trophy not to just one hero, 
but in an unprecedented year, to 2 heroes who have contributed more than most put in over a 
lifetime. Congratulations John Farrant and Joe Weller. 

 

Our Future: 

While the ML Committee is already hard at work preparing for the next season (Winter 2021), 
which is shaping up to include a new 5th grade, it should be noted that we continue to be faced 
with challenges around the deteriorating condition of our diamonds, particularly at Aquatic and 
the shortage of suitable grounds and training lighting for our growing league.  As the league 
grows, we are also faced with an increasing shortage of qualified umpires.  It is pleasing to see 
our player numbers growing, but without investing in our facilities and training up new umpires 
we will continue to be challenged to get the show on the road.   

 

Helen Wyatt 
Minor League President 

 

 

 

 
































































